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Weekly LWC Update 6-30-17 

 
There will not be a 7/7 weekly update. 

MN NEWS 
WATER ACTIONS 

 MPCA: Water Quality Fee Rule: MPCA Request for Comments and Amendments to water quality fee 
rules 

 Brainerd Dispatch: Lake and River Friendly Award winners recognized 

 EQB: Host a Community Water Meeting 

 Southwest Journal: Former state Rep. Knuth takes Chief Resilience Officer position 

 AgriNews: Fillmore SWCD celebrates 75 years with watershed tour, demos 
 
SURFACE WATER/STORMWATER 

 MPR: Volunteer 'detectors' will watch the water in invasive species fight 

 DNR: DNR releases environmental review of Mississippi River channel widening near Hastings 

 MN Conservation Volunteer: Keeping It Natural; “In a northern lake-country community, this advocate 
encourages shoreline plantings that protect land and water.” 

 MPCA: Blue-green algae: If in doubt, stay out; U of MN: HABs explained: what, how and what now?        

 MPCA: Yard and Garden Tips; save water and reduce stormwater pollution 

 Inforum: ND continues sampling for larval zebra mussels in Red River 

 Whapeton-Breckenridge Daily News: Defending Richland-Wilkin Counties; West Central Tribune: 
Officials: Diversion Authority close to agreement with DNR before contact was cut 

 U of MN: Meeting Minnesota’s Needs for Stormwater Research 

 Waseca County News: City engineer talks stormwater progress in report to council 

 Post Bulletin: Corps asks for more comments, extends deadline on dredging plan 

 Strib: Feuding lakes in Otter Tail County won't be mingled, judge rules; the MN Court of Appeals ruled 
that DNR may not cut a channel to allow excess water from Hoffman Lake to flow into West McDonald 
Lake; DNR has 30 days to decide whether it will appeal the decision 

 KWLM: Experts say measures needed to save Norway, Games and Andrew Lakes; West Central 
Tribune: Popular Kandiyohi County lakes near 'tipping points'; The Globe: Popular central Minnesota 
lakes near 'tipping points' for water quality; Duluth News Tribune: Popular central Minnesota lakes 

ERRORS? OMISSIONS? If found, please notify barb.huberty@lcc.leg.mn. 
 

Interested reader: each week, I gather general information for Legislative Water Commission 
members to help keep them apprised about water issues in Minnesota.  This update contains a 
roundup of easily attainable MN water news, as well as articles from beyond MN that may inform 
member thinking.  It also includes summaries of meetings I have monitored and reports I have read, 
as well as information about upcoming events.  During the Legislative Session, updates on water-
related legislation and committee activities are added.  Any errors or omissions are inadvertent. 
 

Barb Huberty, Director, MN Legislative Water Commission 
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Rm 65 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
Phone: 651/284-6431 
Subscribe to the weekly update & follow LWC meetings at:  www.lcc.leg.mn/lwc/ 
 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNPCA/bulletins/1a4d2ba
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/amendments-water-quality-fee-rules
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/amendments-water-quality-fee-rules
http://www.brainerddispatch.com/outdoors/4288384-lake-and-river-friendly-award-winners-recognized
https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/CommunityWaterMeeting
http://www.southwestjournal.com/news/city-hall/2017/06/kate-knuth-chief-resilience-officer/
http://www.agrinews.com/news/minnesota_news/fillmore-swcd-celebrates-years-with-watershed-tour-demos/article_f55cc4f1-b87a-5700-9930-3351a8c2b2cc.html
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2017/06/26/volunteer-aquatic-invasive-species-detectors
http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2017/06/26/dnr-releases-environmental-review-of-mississippi-river-channel-widening-near-hastings/
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/issues/2017/jul-aug/water-champion-shoreline-habitat.html
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/featured/blue-green-algae-if-doubt-stay-out-0
https://www.wrc.umn.edu/habfeature?utm_source=University+of+Minnesota+Water+Resources+Center+Minnegram&utm_campaign=f6c3c2e161-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_13&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_586880e3e6-f6c3c2e161-39321917
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/featured/yard-and-garden-tips
http://www.inforum.com/news/outdoors/4290792-nd-continues-sampling-larval-zebra-mussels-red-river
http://www.wahpetondailynews.com/opinion/editorials/defending-richland-wilkin-counties/article_e8640c8c-5c57-11e7-b67f-9bb6aa1d4513.html
http://www.wctrib.com/4288656-officials-diversion-authority-close-agreement-dnr-contact-was-cut
https://www.wrc.umn.edu/meeting-minnesota%E2%80%99s-needs-stormwater-research?utm_source=University+of+Minnesota+Water+Resources+Center+Minnegram&utm_campaign=f6c3c2e161-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_13&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_586880e3e6-f6c3c2e161-39321917
http://www.southernminn.com/waseca_county_news/news/article_912a9cfc-5bf6-53f6-a404-7f1e38043f39.html
http://www.postbulletin.com/news/local/corps-asks-for-more-comments-extends-deadline-on-dredging-plan/article_01226da6-1e45-53e1-8765-2e0c5da5a711.html
http://www.startribune.com/feuding-lakes-in-otter-tail-county-won-t-be-mingled-judge-rules/430578283/
http://www.willmarradio.com/news/experts-say-measures-needed-to-save-norway-games-and-andrew/article_b3fae44a-5b33-11e7-a2a1-b39e50efbded.html
http://www.wctrib.com/news/region/4289876-popular-kandiyohi-county-lakes-near-tipping-points
http://www.dglobe.com/news/4290277-popular-central-minnesota-lakes-near-tipping-points-water-quality
http://www.dglobe.com/news/4290277-popular-central-minnesota-lakes-near-tipping-points-water-quality
http://www.duluthnewstribune.com/news/4290277-popular-central-minnesota-lakes-near-tipping-points-water-quality
mailto:barb.huberty@lcc.leg.mn
http://www.lcc.leg.mn/lwc/


2 
 

near 'tipping points' for water quality; KXRA: Report: Lakes Near "Tipping Points" For Water Quality; 
the aerial photo, below, shows that the west lobe of Norway Lake has the poorest water clarity. It is 
also the shallowest (5-10’ deep) compared to the southeast lobe (up to 33’) and Andrew Lake (up to 
25’).  The drainage ditch referenced in the article that enters the west lobe of Norway Lake can be 
seen in the upper left hand corner of the photo.  These lakes are within a “prairie pothole” region of 
MN that is dotted with small ponds and wetlands, many of which have been drained. 

 
 

GREAT LAKES 

 The Guardian: Invasive Asian carp found near Great Lakes beyond electrified barrier 

 Great Lakes Protection Fund: A New Path Forward to Agricultural Drain Water Management and The 
Nature Conservancy: Great Lakes Drain Management 

 EPA/Canada: State of the Great Lakes 2017 Highlights Report; Lake Superior in good condition and 
concentrations of legacy contaminants are generally decreasing or stable; fish consumption advisories 
still in effect from mercury and PCBs; aquatic invasive species still causing harm; warming waters 
stressing some cold-water species; degraded habitat or impaired connectivity are impacting native 
species; contaminants of emerging concern (e.g., microplastics) have been detected 

 
 
 

http://www.duluthnewstribune.com/news/4290277-popular-central-minnesota-lakes-near-tipping-points-water-quality
http://www.voiceofalexandria.com/news/state/report-lakes-near-tipping-points-for-water-quality/article_7f95d920-5cc9-11e7-875c-d3646031896b.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jun/24/asian-carp-great-lakes-michigan-illinois?CMP=twt_a-environment_b-gdneco
http://glpf.org/blog/a-new-path-forward-to-agricultural-drain-water-management/
http://www.conservationgateway.org/ConservationByGeography/NorthAmerica/wholesystems/greatlakes/watersheds/Pages/DrainMngmt.aspx
https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/SOGL_17-EN_Typo_fix-med_res.pdf
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WATER SUPPLY 

 LillieNews.com: How and why Oakdale’s water treatment plant works 

 Met Council: Council Funds “U” Research on Lawn Irrigation, Drought Resistance of Grasses 

 Pioneer Press: Cottage Grove works on new city well, filtration on old ones in light of PFC problems 

 Brainerd Dispatch: BPU: Copper or plastic? - Commission talks pipe materials 
 
WASTEWATER 

 Duluth News Tribune: Sump pump, line inspections will be mandatory before home sales 

 Post Bulletin: Big tank marks milestone in Mantorville-Kasson sewer project 

 Faribault.com: Bonding money saves Dennison mayor from having to climb into a sewer every day; 
Pioneer Press: Bonding money saves Dennison mayor from having to climb into a sewer every day 

 
AG & WATER  

 Faribault.com: Commissioners opt for local control on buffer compliance; Mankato Free Press: Nicollet 
County to enforce buffer strip law; other counties doing the same thing; Pilot Independent: Cass to 
assume jurisdiction for new buffer law that protects public waters; Wadena Pioneer Journal: Buffer 
strip law should present no problems locally; Waseca County News: Farm buffers, ditches dominate 
Waseca County Board discussion; Bemidji Pioneer: Beltrami Commissioners opt to administer buffer 
law program; AgWeek: MN county getting state aid to enforce buffer law [Douglas Co]; below is a 
rudimentary map showing the distribution of counties that accepted jurisdiction to enforce the buffer 
law, based on a list from BWSR as of 6/26 [note that Nicollet Co accepted jurisdiction after that date, 
so their yellow should be green] 

 

http://eastsidereviewnews.com/node/199059
https://metrocouncil.org/News-Events/Wastewater-Water/Newsletters/Council-funds-U%E2%80%9D-research-on-lawn-irrigation,-dro.aspx
http://www.twincities.com/2017/06/28/cottage-grove-works-on-new-city-well-filtration-on-old-ones-in-light-of-pfc-problems/
http://www.brainerddispatch.com/news/4291221-bpu-copper-or-plastic-commission-talks-pipe-materials
http://www.duluthnewstribune.com/news/4288169-sump-pump-line-inspections-will-be-mandatory-home-sales
http://www.postbulletin.com/news/local/big-tank-marks-milestone-in-mantorville-kasson-sewer-project/article_b28658ca-d55d-5772-944f-fc0a6a2b2a01.html
http://www.southernminn.com/faribault_daily_news/news/article_a5eabfd6-e2df-55d1-a36e-3bc10d3097da.html
http://www.twincities.com/2017/06/29/bonding-money-saves-dennison-mayor-from-having-to-climb-into-a-sewer-every-day/
http://www.southernminn.com/faribault_daily_news/news/article_603c520a-ce90-56ec-ba2f-79de41b37ca7.html
http://www.mankatofreepress.com/news/local_news/nicollet-county-to-enforce-buffer-strip-law-other-counties-doing/article_d42f2b36-5b7e-11e7-960f-6fc1021b8cf4.html
http://www.mankatofreepress.com/news/local_news/nicollet-county-to-enforce-buffer-strip-law-other-counties-doing/article_d42f2b36-5b7e-11e7-960f-6fc1021b8cf4.html
http://www.walkermn.com/news/cass-to-assume-jurisdiction-for-new-buffer-law-that-protects/article_bfe05014-5a71-11e7-9a83-076f4427b916.html
http://www.walkermn.com/news/cass-to-assume-jurisdiction-for-new-buffer-law-that-protects/article_bfe05014-5a71-11e7-9a83-076f4427b916.html
http://www.wadenapj.com/news/local/4286741-buffer-strip-law-should-present-no-problems-locally
http://www.wadenapj.com/news/local/4286741-buffer-strip-law-should-present-no-problems-locally
http://www.southernminn.com/waseca_county_news/news/article_96031b3f-83e2-55f8-bdff-7364faa058a8.html
http://www.southernminn.com/waseca_county_news/news/article_96031b3f-83e2-55f8-bdff-7364faa058a8.html
http://www.bemidjipioneer.com/news/local/4287010-beltrami-commissioners-opt-administer-buffer-law-program
http://www.bemidjipioneer.com/news/local/4287010-beltrami-commissioners-opt-administer-buffer-law-program
http://www.agweek.com/news/minnesota/4286773-mn-county-getting-state-aid-enforce-buffer-law
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 MDA: MDA schedules additional listening sessions on draft Nitrogen Fertilizer Rule 

 Whapeton-Breckenridge Daily News: Public comment period ends July 12; “New environmental 
assessment worksheet for dairy farm differs from first, includes a plan for five new water supply wells” 

 DNR MN Conservation Volunteer: The Waters Downhill; “Along with crops and cattle, this farmer 
nurtures a conservation ethic for the watershed.” 

 JD Supra: Implementation of Minnesota’s Buffer Law: Alternative Practices 

 DL-Online: MDA seeks public input on draft Nitrogen Fertilizer Rule 

 Post-Bulletin: Dodge County feedlot legal battle is over 
 

EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES 

 Grand Rapids Herald Review: City Sends Letter of Concern for Line 3 Project; requesting that Line 3 and 
any contaminated soils be removed from their wellhead protection area  

 Pine and Lakes Echo Journal: WAPOA to hold water quality seminar June 27 

 MPR: Environmentalists criticize changes to Polymet design; Strib: Environmentalists criticize changes 
to PolyMet mine design; Pioneer Press: Environmentalists criticize changes to PolyMet mine design 

 Timberjay: Litigation could risk Minntac expansion 

 Pioneer Press: Northeastern Minnesota copper mining supporters to boycott St. Paul hearing 
 
OPINIONS 

 St Peter Herald: Improving water quality: Minnesotans value clean, safe water 

 Mesabi Daily News: Mineral Extraction and Manufacturing Better in Our Backyard  

 Mesabi Daily News: Our Views: Enough Already: It Ends In Virginia 

 MPR: Editorial pushes back against mining opponents from the Cities 

 Grand Rapids Herald Review: We Need Mining, Along with Tourism, to Survive and Rep. Nolan Allies 
with Anti-Public Lands Politicians on Sulfide Mining 

 DNR MN Conservation Volunteer: Getting Into the Flow 

 Echo Press: EDITORIAL: Here's how to stop algal blooms 
 

BEYOND MINNESOTA 
REGIONAL     

 mlive: As Lake Erie algae season looms, Michigan punts on new farm rules 

 Strib: Anderson: Dr. Osterholm's commitment cures ailing trout streams 

 Delmarvanow.com: Report: Md., Va. restoration of Chesapeake Bay 'largely on track'; stormwater and 
septic system mitigation behind schedule 

 Strib: Michigan official calls for shutting down oil pipeline 

 
 Fox News: Nashville uses storm drain adoption to fight localized flooding 

 
 
 

http://www.mda.state.mn.us/news/releases/2017/nr20170627nfr.aspx?platform=hootsuite
http://www.wahpetondailynews.com/news/public-comment-period-ends-july/article_15c23004-5c1d-11e7-bcaf-7f6952781635.html
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/issues/2017/mar-apr/year-of-water-action.html
http://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/implementation-of-minnesota-s-buffer-28321/
http://www.dl-online.com/news/4290619-mda-seeks-public-input-draft-nitrogen-fertilizer-rule
http://www.postbulletin.com/news/local/dodge-county-feedlot-legal-battle-is-over/article_388aba81-7f50-5b48-8c2c-89e297d8ce5d.html
http://www.grandrapidsmn.com/news/city-sends-letter-of-concern-for-line-project/article_bdda722e-5c13-11e7-8e8c-eff3e828e860.html
http://www.pineandlakes.com/news/4287461-wapoa-hold-water-quality-seminar-june-27
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2017/06/29/environmentalists-criticize-changes-to-polymet-mine-design
http://www.startribune.com/environmentalists-criticize-changes-to-polymet-mine-design/431458573/
http://www.startribune.com/environmentalists-criticize-changes-to-polymet-mine-design/431458573/
http://www.twincities.com/2017/06/29/environmentalists-criticize-changes-to-polymet-mine-design/
http://www.timberjay.com/stories/litigation-could-risk-minntac-expansion,13486
http://www.twincities.com/2017/06/28/northeastern-minnesota-copper-mining-supporters-to-boycott-st-paul-hearing/
http://www.southernminn.com/st_peter_herald/opinion/article_7b7d1dc1-a314-526b-9bfe-74c4f98004d3.html
http://www.virginiamn.com/mine/mineral-extraction-and-manufacturing-better-in-our-backyard/article_57f37a08-5bc5-11e7-94a7-b71e51e04803.html
http://www.virginiamn.com/opinion/editorials/our-views-enough-already-it-ends-in-virginia/article_0931ec26-5baf-11e7-97dc-579813b3a7fb.html
http://blogs.mprnews.org/newscut/2017/06/editorial-pushes-back-against-mining-opponents-from-the-cities/
http://www.grandrapidsmn.com/opinion/letters_to_editor/we-need-mining-along-with-tourim-to-survive/article_f6edf5ac-5b57-11e7-8335-8f2d6bed4c5e.html
http://www.grandrapidsmn.com/opinion/rep-nolan-allies-with-anti-public-lands-politicians-on-sulfide/article_8c969bda-5834-11e7-a5cd-9b1f4b93e046.html
http://www.grandrapidsmn.com/opinion/rep-nolan-allies-with-anti-public-lands-politicians-on-sulfide/article_8c969bda-5834-11e7-a5cd-9b1f4b93e046.html
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/issues/2017/jul-aug/from-the-editor.html
http://www.echopress.com/opinion/editorials/4290652-editorial-heres-how-stop-algal-blooms
http://www.mlive.com/news/index.ssf/2017/06/michigan_lake_erie_plan.html
http://www.startribune.com/dr-michael-osterholm-s-commitment-cures-ailing-trout-streams/431594013/
http://www.delmarvanow.com/story/news/2017/06/21/chesapeake-bay-restoration-2017/417088001/
http://www.startribune.com/michigan-to-release-consultant-report-on-underwater-pipeline/431457363/
http://fox17.com/news/local/nashville-uses-storm-drain-adoption-to-fight-localized-flooding
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NATIONAL 

 EPA: Effluent Limitations Guidelines and Standards for the Dental Category; technology-based 
pretreatment standards are being promulgated by EPA under the Clean Water Act to reduce 
discharges of mercury from dental offices into municipal sewage treatment plants 

 NPR: Environmentalists Rejoice: Court Says Land Regulation Doesn't Go 'Too Far'; “By a 5-to-3 vote, the 
justices made it much harder for property owners to get compensation from the government when 
zoning regulations restrict the use of just part of landowners' property.” Strib: High court denies 
Wisconsin family's argument in St. Croix River property case 

 Strib: EPA official pressured Minnesota scientist on congressional testimony, e-mails show; MPR: 
Minnesota scientist says EPA pressured her to change congressional testimony 

 Associated Press: EPA chief met with Dow CEO before deciding on pesticide ban 

 The Hill: EPA moves to repeal Obama water rule; National Corn Growers Association: NCGA Statement 
on WOTUS Repeal; National Law Review: "Waters of the United States"— Will Rewrite of the Clean 
Water Rule Bring Elusive Clarity and Predictability?; West Central Tribune: WOTUS withdrawal 
proposed, farm groups happy and Farm groups applaud withdrawal of WOTUS rule; New York Times: 
E.P.A. Moves to Rescind Contested Water Pollution Regulation; AgWeek: WOTUS not dead quite yet 

 Phys.org: Septic systems are a major source of emerging contaminants in drinking water; 
Environmental Science & Technology: Review of Organic Wastewater Compound Concentrations and 
Removal in Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems 

 Homeland Security News Wire: America’s most vulnerable communities 

 
 

MEETINGS 
MAWSAC  
The Technical Advisory Committee to the Metropolitan Area Water Supply Advisory Committee (MAWSAC) 
met this month to learn about successful water conservation program activities undertaken by Shoreview and 
Eden Prairie.  Their presentations were used to stimulate discussion on what aspects of water conservation or 
efficiency are most important for MAWSAC, how success could be measured, and what should be the 
priorities.  Key messages for MAWSAC included: recognizing existing successes if new regulations are 
developed and enforced, allowing for differing conservation targets around the state based on region-specific 
conditions, developing water stewardship goals with unified messages and reasons, identifying sustainable and 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/06/14/2017-12338/effluent-limitations-guidelines-and-standards-for-the-dental-category
http://www.npr.org/2017/06/24/534177388/environmentalists-rejoice-court-says-land-regulations-don-t-go-too-far?sc=tw
http://www.startribune.com/epa-official-pressured-minnesota-scientist-on-congressional-testimony-e-mails-show/431147623/?utm_campaign=Capitol%20View%20Daily%20Digest%20for%20June%2028%2C%202017&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&utm_content=Capitol%20View%20Daily%20Digest%20for%20June%2028%2C%202017&elqTrackId=3622a8e004df4c9a95d62d78edc0858e&elq=610de30cdd944a9dbb8eff25fe2e4fa4&elqaid=29451&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=25937
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2017/06/28/minnesota-scientist-says-epa-pressured-her-to-change-congressional-testimony
https://apnews.com/2350d7be5e24469ab445089bf663cdcb/EPA-chief-met-with-Dow-CEO-before-deciding-on-pesticide-ban?utm_campaign=SocialFlow&utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=AP
http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/339691-epa-seeks-to-repeal-obama-water-rule
http://ncga.com/news-and-resources/news-stories/article/2017/06/ncga-statement-on-wotus-repeal
http://ncga.com/news-and-resources/news-stories/article/2017/06/ncga-statement-on-wotus-repeal
http://www.natlawreview.com/article/waters-united-states-will-rewrite-clean-water-rule-bring-elusive-clarity-and
http://www.natlawreview.com/article/waters-united-states-will-rewrite-clean-water-rule-bring-elusive-clarity-and
http://www.wctrib.com/news/nation/4289894-wotus-withdrawal-proposed-farm-groups-happy
http://www.wctrib.com/news/nation/4289894-wotus-withdrawal-proposed-farm-groups-happy
http://www.wctrib.com/news/4289662-farm-groups-applaud-withdrawal-wotus-rule
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/27/climate/epa-rescind-water-pollution-regulation.html
http://www.agweek.com/news/4290888-wotus-not-dead-quite-yet
https://phys.org/news/2017-06-septic-major-source-emerging-contaminants.html
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/full/10.1021/acs.est.6b04778
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/full/10.1021/acs.est.6b04778
http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr20170623-america-s-most-vulnerable-communities
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per capita daily use targets that are appropriate to region-specific conditions/water sources, and addressing 
the conflict that can exist when DNR approves appropriation permits that are in conflict with local land use 
plans and water conservation efforts.  
 
BWSR BD 
This month’s meeting was packed with approvals for several grant program allocations, including the natural 
resources block grants for SWCDs, the technical service area grants, the capacity grants for SWCDs, and the 
One Watershed One Plan planning grants.  Authorizations and policies were also approved for the technical 
service areas, the capacity grants program, the buffer cost-share program, the Clean Water Fund, the APO plan 
for buffer law administration, the common alternative practices to buffers, and the buffer program 
procedures.  All the agenda items were approved. Details on the grant allocations and policies can be seen 
here. 
 
NITROGEN FERTILIZER RULEMAKING 

MDA staff are touring the state to explain the draft nitrogen fertilizer rule that is currently in the public 
comment period, answer questions, and receive comments.  The goal of the rule is to minimize groundwater 
impacts from the use of nitrogen fertilizer. It was drafted to complement the MN Nitrogen Fertilizer 
Management Plan, that was developed with assistance of a broad stakeholder group.  There are 2 main parts 
to the rule:  

(1) the identification of vulnerable areas based on soils and geology where application of fertilizer 
won’t be allowed in the fall or on frozen soils, and  

(2) actions that are dependent on nitrate levels in groundwater, as identified through MDA’s township 
testing program 

Prevention of nitrate leaching is a high priority, but a phased approach to mitigating high nitrate levels in 
incorporated in the rule using a 4-phase approach.  The first 2 phases are voluntary and the last 2 are 
regulatory, if BMPs are not adopted.  Many farmers are already using several strategies to control nitrogen, 
such as following the 4 R’s for application to improve nitrogen use efficiency and using cover crops, perennial 
crops and precision agriculture. 

About 70 people have attended each of the sessions held so far and their comments have been wide 
ranging. At the Farmington session this week, questions centered on: enforcement procedures, penalties, 
evaluation of BMPs, updates to the U of MN’s fertilizer rate recommendations, adoption of emerging 
technologies, and an expected inability to complete all fertilizer applications in the spring.  A common question 
at all the meetings is how this applies to nitrogen fertilizer application on lawns.  MDA staff explained that the 
fertilizer formulations for turf are typically slow release and that turf is better at nitrogen uptake, leaching 
<5ppm nitrogen, while leaching below crop root zones ranges from 30 to 100 ppm. 

To see MDA’s draft interactive map of vulnerable groundwater areas (based on soil, geology and saturated 
hydraulic conductivity), go here.  More information about the rule and the commenting process can be found 
here. 

 

http://bwsr.state.mn.us/boardpackets/2017/June_2017.pdf
http://www.mda.state.mn.us/~/media/Files/chemicals/nfmp/nitrogenfertrule17.pdf
http://www.mda.state.mn.us/~/media/Files/chemicals/nfmp/nfmp2015.pdf
http://www.mda.state.mn.us/~/media/Files/chemicals/nfmp/nfmp2015.pdf
https://mnag.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=47a342afe6654640b935c8e76023da92
http://www.mda.state.mn.us/nfr
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REPORTS 
STATE OF MN WATER 

 DNR: MN Stream Flow Report 6/26/17 

 National Drought Mitigation Center: 6/27/17 MN Drought Monitor 
 

NEW REPORTS 

 Alliance for Water Efficiency: Net Blue Webinar Part 1: Supporting Water Neutral Community Growth 
[watch: 81 minutes] 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 July 25: MN 4R Technology Review Field Day; 9 am to 3 pm; Dave Legvold Farm (5103 315th St W, 

Northfield); free; agenda & registration link here 

 July 31: “25 by 25” Water Quality Town Hall, 6:30 – 8:30 pm, Rochester – Rochester Community and 
Technical College Heintz Commons, details here 

 Aug 1-3: Farmfest; more information here 

 Aug 7-9: WaterWorks! Drinking Water Institute for Educators; Lakeville; details here 

 Aug 12: Otter Tail River Watershed Aqua Chautauqua; Fergus Falls; more info here 

 Aug 16: “25 by 25” Water Quality Town Hall, 6:30 – 8:30 pm, Mankato – MN State University, details 
here 

 Aug 17: “25 by 25” Water Quality Town Hall, 6:30 – 8:30 pm, Marshall – SW MN State University, 
details here 

 Aug 22:  MN Technical Assistance Program Intern Symposium; U of MN McNamara Alumni Center; 
more info here 

 Sept 5: “25 by 25” Water Quality Town Hall, 6:30 – 8:30 pm, Crookston – U of MN Crookston Bede 
Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center, details here  

 Sept 6: “25 by 25” Water Quality Town Hall, 6:30 – 8:30 pm, St Cloud – St Cloud Community and 
Technical College Cafeteria, details here  

 Sept 12: “25 by 25” Water Quality Town Hall, 6:30 – 8:30 pm, Ely, details to come here  

 Sept 13: “25 by 25” Water Quality Town Hall, 6:30 – 8:30 pm, Bemidji, details to come here  

 Sept 19-20: Great Lakes Commission Annual Meeting; Duluth Entertainment Convention Center; more 
details to come 

 Sept 26: “25 by 25” Water Quality Town Hall, 6:30 – 8:30 pm, Minneapolis, details to come here  

 Oct 4: “25 by 25” Water Quality Town Hall, 6:30 – 8:30 pm, Burnsville – Diamondhead Education 
Center, details here  

 Oct 5: “25 by 25” Water Quality Town Hall, 6:30 – 8:30 pm, Maplewood, details to come here  

 Nov 1-3: BWSR Academy Cragun’s Conference Center; Brainerd; registration to come in August 

 Dec 4-5: MASWCD 27th Annual Trade Show & Conservation Information Fair; Doubletree by Hilton 
Hotel Bloomington-Minneapolis South; more info to come 

http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/surfacewater_section/stream_hydro/2017data/sfr062517map.pdf
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?MN
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fGr3Q9-eHUc
http://mawrc.org/workshops/minnesota-4r-technology-review-field-day/
https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/25by25
agricultural%20and%20environmental%20research%20under%20both%20irrigated%20and%20nonirrigated%20systems,
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/water/institute/
http://blog-water-resources.extension.umn.edu/2017/04/aqua-chautauqua.html
https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/25by25
https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/25by25
http://mntap.umn.edu/intern/savedate.html
https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/25by25
https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/25by25
https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/25by25
https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/25by25
https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/25by25
https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/25by25
https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/25by25

